REPLY  '*■ 

TO      A      SHEET     ENTITLED 

"THE      RESULT      OE      TWO      MEETINGS      BETWEEN      THE 
L.D.     SAINTS    AND     PRIMITIVE     METHODISTS," 

AT     GRAVELY,     CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

"  Should    thy    lies    make     men    hold    their     peace  ?      and    when     thou    mockest 
shall  no  man  make  thee  ashamed  ?  " — Joh,  c.  1 1,  v.  3. 

BY    J.    H.     FLANIGAN,     L.D.S. 


I  AM  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  seizing  my  pen,  not  to  answer  any 
plausibly  ingenious  arguments,  or  meet  any  manly  production,  for  none  such 
has  appeared  before  the  public,  under  the  above  title ;  but  to  strip  the  ma- 
liciously false  and  deceitful  garb  of  sanctity  and  holy  ignorance  of  its  "  refuge 
of  lies,"  which  has  been  wilfully  thrown  over  what  has  been  termed  "  the 
result"  of  two  meetings  between  the  L.D.  Saints  and  the  Methodists,  at 
Gravely,  Cambridgeshire  ;  and  thus  expose  the  barefaced  falsehoods,  the  im- 
becility and  wickedness  of  those  whose  aim  it  is  to  mind,  everybody's  business 
but  their  own ;  who  run  about  the  country,  and  crawl  into  houses  to  lead 
captive  silly  women ;  who  traduce  and  villify  the  character  of  men  and  people, 
of  whose  real  worth  and  principles  they  know  nothing,  only  by  almanack 
stories,  crazy  romance  writers,  newspaper  misrepresentations,  and  bigoted, 
prejudicial  pulpit  harangues,  heralded  forth,  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  by 
corrupt,  bribed,  party  tools  like  themselves ;  who  are  one  and  all  seeking  after 
the  filthy  lucre  and  applause  of  a  wicked  world,  more  than  righteous  prin- 
ciples, or  the  kingdom  of  God. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  most  easy  and  effectual  cure  for,  and  refutation 
of,  the  lame  attempts,  the  paralogisms,  incongruities,  and  malicious  misrepre- 
sentations of  blind  zeal,  bewildered  imaginations,  deceitful  and  dishonest 
spirits,  is  silent  disgust  and  contempt. 

The  great  Goliab  of  the  Ranters  in  Gravely,  has  fired  off  his  squib  at  the 
L.D.  Saints !  By  the  aid  of  two  or  three  great  minds  like  himself,  he  has 
transformed  his  great  gun  into  four  small  pages  of  groundless,  unproved,  farv 
fetched  assertions,  and  spurious  ammunition ;  and  then  lets  it  off  at  twopence 
a  sight !  !  After  the  dreadful  excitement,  the  groaning  and  labouring  for  the 
space  of  two  whole  weeks,  the  awful  explosion  takes  place ;  and  this  they  term 
the  "  death-blow"  to  Mormonism.  Poor  creatures !  they  should  be  pitied 
for  their  ponderous  attempt.  They  would,  if  they  could ;  but  when  they  can't, 
how  could  they  ?     But  lo !  after  this  dreadful  death-blow  was  struck,  on  the 


following  Sunday  the  L.D.  Saints,  as  usual,  like  the  disciples  of  Jesus,  were 
baplising  the  people  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
lloly  Ghost,  "  for  the  remission  of  sins."  The  following  week  six  were  bap- 
tised ;  and  (luring  the  last  four  months  nearly  two  hundred  have  been 
baptised  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  in  the  immediately  surrounding  country. 

Now  these  men,  fearing  and  doubting  their  wonderful  exertions  and  exploits 
were  all  in  vain,  set  to,  running  about  from  place  to  place,  to  cry  down  the 
L.D.  Saints ;  and  with  the  same  spurious  implements,  of  almanac,  newspaper, 
and  romance  rumours,  have  been  doing  what  they  could  to  prove  the  L.D. 
Saints  are  a  bad  people — all  wrong.  The  bible  has  been  of  little  or  no  use 
to  these  men  in  their  vain  glorious  career ;  knowing,  as  they  do  full  well, 
that  the  religion  of  the  L.D.  Saints  is  the  religion  of  former  day  Saints,  and 
of  the  Bible.  That  they  contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered  unto  the  saints. 
But  their  crafts,  creeds,  and  broken  systems,  quivering  and  bending  in  danger, 
they  must  do  something,  if  it  be  only  to  throw  dust  in  the  air,  and  spread 
their  feathers,  that  they  may  appear  beautiful  to  some ;  and  pour  out  some 
of  their  gentle  effusions  of  "Joe  Smith,"  "Mormon  delusion,"  "awful  blas- 
phemy," "  fanaticism,"  "  impostors,"  "  false  prophets,"  "  absurd  vagaries," 
"perniciously  false,"  " Mormonites,"  &c.  As  well  might  puny  mortals 
undertake  to  stop  the  course  of  the  planets,  or  to  make  a  veil  to  keep  the  sun 
from  illuminating  the  face  of  nature,  as  to  attempt  to  subvert  and  impede  the 
rapid  and  gigantic  march  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  organized  upon  earth,  in 
its  own  native  magnificence,  splendour,  and  power.  Daniel  saw  it  in  pro- 
phetic vision,  in  "  the  days  of  these  kings ;"  and  before  its  eternal  and 
all-conquering  force,  false  governments — religious  and  political — trembled ; 
and  thrones,  popes,  and  kings  were  hurl'd  to  oblivion.  Creeds,  crafts,  sects, 
and  parties,  were  broken  to  pieces,  and  bloivn  like  the  chaff  of  the  summer 
threshing-floor  before  the  winds  of  heaven.  The  kingdom  of  God  comes  like 
the  "  little  stone"  cut  from  the  mountains,  with  impetuous  motion,  till  it  be- 
comes a  great  mountain,  and  fills  the  whole  earth.  The  will  of  God  is  done, 
and  heaven  upon  earth  is  the  marvellous  and  sublime  result. 

On  Thursday,  the  22nd  of  February,  I  reached  Gravely,  and  found  a 
miserable  dejected  fellow,  of  the  name  of  David  Gollius,  professing  to  be  a 
priest  among  the  L.D.  Saints.  This  man  got  up  a  debate  with  the  Ranters 
on  his  own  responsibility.  Before  the  drama  commenced  I  called  for  his  cre- 
dentials. He  produced  an  old  forged  license,  which  was  neither  the  words 
nor  form  of  a  license  from  this  church.  I  asked  him  for  the  names  of  the 
twelve  apostles  of  this"  church.  He  could  tell  me  only  three.  I  asked  him 
how  many  individuals  constituted  the  presidency  of  this  church.  He  said 
twelve;  whereas  three  does.  I  asked  him  how  many  quorums  of  seventies 
were  in  the  church,  and  how  many  in  each  quorum.  He  knew  not.  I  asked 
h'fm  how  many  kinds  ol  priesthood  were  in  the  church,  and  what  were  their 
".names  and  offices.  He  could  not  tell,  f  asked  him  where  the  church  was 
first  organized  and  located.  He  replied,  Nauvoo  ;  whereas  it  was  in  New 
York  and  Ohio,  a  thousand  miles  from  the  above  place  ;  and  ten  years  pre 
vious  to  our  settlinsrat  Nauvoo. 
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All  the  above  questions,  which  caused  his  discomfiture,  were  put  to  him 
before  witnesses ;  and  he  tells,  that  elder  Heushaw  baptised  and  ordained 
him.  From  his  spirit,  appearance,  false  evidence,  &c,  we  denounced  him  as 
a  base  impostor,  having  no  connection  or  fellowship  with  us ; — that  we  had 
nothing  to  do  with  him  whatever.  The  Ranters  themselves,  too,  publicly 
proclaimed  him  to  be  a  blackguard — that  everybody  should  be  ashamed  of 
him — that  he  was  not  fit  to  appear  in  civil  society,  &c.  But  notwithstanding 
all  this,  and  the  said  Collins  declaring  himself  ready  to  die  for  Mormonism, 
the  next  night,  the  23rd,  the  Ranters  had  him  cozened  and  converted  over 
to  fight  and  act  scapegoat  for  them.  He  is  now  no  longer  a  shameless,  dis- 
graceful blackguard  ;  but  a  good  fellow,  a  sweet  morsel  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Ranters,  ready  to  die  against  Mormonism  !  And  the  greatest  and  only  evi- 
dence and  argument  they  brought  against  the  L.D.  Saints,  was  the  worn  out 
and  delirious  romance  tale  of  Solomon  Spalding ;  and  to  offset  this,  they 
read  to  the  assembly,  "  The  testimony  of  twelve  sober  eye  witnesses,  that  the 
book  of  Mormon  was  a  true  scriptural  record."  But  for  their  parts  they  preferred 
the  statements  of  a  crazy  romance  writer.  That  because  some  of  the  wit- 
nesses fell  away  and  apostatized,  the  book  of  Mormon  could  not  be  true.  That 
if  it  were  true  it  needed  no  witnesses,  &c.  O  what  logical  reasoning  !  Does 
it  follow  that,  because  Judas  apostatized  and  denied  his  master,  there  is  no 
true  Saviour  ?  No.  And  shall  we  charge  the  only  true  Saviour  with  folly, 
in  selecting  "chosen  witnesses"  to  his  resurrection?     Surely  not. 

Mr.  A.twell  tells  the  people,  through  his  scribe,  that  he  held  two  meetings 
of  discussion  with  the  L.D.  Saints,  "  which  resulted  in  bringing  Mormonism 
fairly  before  the  public."  Come,  Mr.  A.,  get  your  scribe  some  new  spectacles, 
that  he  may  see  better  to  prevent  you  from  telling  what  is  not  true,  and 
keep  you  from  contradicting  yourself.  First,  you  say  you  held  two  meetings 
with  the  L.D.  Saints,  whereas  you  held  but  one.  Secondly,  you  say  your  own 
party  (Ranter  friends)  called  the  second  meeting.  Thirdly,  you  say  that  Mor- 
monism was  fairly  brought  before  the  public;  whereas  you  dare  not  deny  that 
your  own  party,  four  against  one,  invited  me  to  the  stand,  granting  me  ten 
minutes  to  speak  against  three,  and  sometimes  four  j  and  when  I  had  spoken 
one  minute  you  concluded  to  swallow  your  own  words,  when  your  own  un- 
mannerly chairman  attempted  to  put  his  hand  over  my  mouth,  to  stop  me 
from  speaking.  And  this  is  what  you  call  bringing  Mormonism  fairly  before 
the  public.  Again,  as  a  last  expedient  you  say,  "  I  desired  the  impostor 
to  do  his  best,  and  I  would  help  him  through  the  discussion."  This,  Mr.  A.r 
is  the  third  lie,  as  you  too  well  know  that  I,  at  the  outset,  denounced  having 
any  connection,  fellowship,  or  anything  to  do  with  him  whatever. 

He  speaks  of  the  vague,  undefiuable  ideas  I  advanced,  &c,  and  that  I  was 
"  literally  hooted  from  the  place ;"  here  again,  Mr.  A.,  your  scribe  has 
recorded  the  fourth  lie  on  four  small  pages,  in  that  you  full  well  know  that 
I  had  as  good  a  right  to  the  place  as  you  had,  and  that  I  stood  my  ground 
till  the  meeting  was  dismissed ;  and  that  your  creed  and  craft  so  trembled 
and  shook,  that  your  party,  en  masse,  dared  not  let  me  speak ;  and  cries 
from  the  crowd  branded  the  Ranters  as  cowards.     This  you  cannot  deny,  ua- 


less  you  deny  the  trutb,  as  you  have  already  done  so  often,  that  I  am  tired, 
following  your  dusty  track.  This  was  not  all,  for  quite  a  number  declared 
that  they  would  not  leave  the  ground  till  I  was  safe  out  of  your  own  rabble. 

Mr.  A.,  in  your  next  we  shall  expect,  if  you  desire  to  shew  yourself  an 
honest  man,  you  will  throw  down  your  newspaper  and  joniance  tales  ;  also, 
your  volley  of  sarcastic  epithets  and  burlesques,  with  your  baseless  ipse  dixils, 
and  take  up  your  bible,  and  show  the  public  you  are  the  man  you  profess  to 
be,  by  proving  your  random  and  wild  assertions  ;  point  out  the  "  absurdities," 
"  the  contradictions,"  "  the  vagaries,"  "  the  blasphemies ;"  and  prove  them, 
not  by  Spalding's  romance,  nor  Professor  Turner,  nor  by  public  rumours,  nor 
by  pulpit  bigotry,  but  by  the  golden  rule — the  bible. 

Mr.  A.  complains  of  the  "  fallacy  of  our  pretended  miracles  and  revelations." 
In  the  first  place,  the  L.D.  Saints  make  no  pretensions  to  any  "  pretended" 
miracles  or  revelations,  but  only  to  real  ones.  They  "  pretend"  not  to  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  But  they  do  believe,  in  good  faith,  that  God  is  the  same, 
and  has  the  same  power  and  will  to  work  miracles  according  to  people's  faith, 
now,  as  anciently;  and  that  he  has,  and  does,  among  his  people,  the  L.D. 
Saints,  to  which  glorious  truths  thousands  are  this  day  living  witnesses ! 

"We  have,  no  pretended  revelations  either,  but  we  have,  and  do  believe  in, 
real  ones,  from  the  fountain  of  all  truth.  And  the  man  who  does  not  believe 
in  the  inspiration  and  revelations  of  the  spirit  of  God,  does  not  believe  the 
bible — he  has  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  is  none  of  his — he  has  not  the 
testimony  of  Jesus,  which  is  the  spirit  of  prophecy  (Rev.  c.  19,  v.  10) — he 
never  can  obtain  eternal  life  without  it  (John,  c.  17,  v.  3) — he  does  not  know 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ — he  is  in  his  sins,  and  worse  than  an  intidel;  denying 
the  evidence  of  a  book  in  which  he  professes  to  believe,  thereby  rendering 
himself  a  rank  hypocrite. 

But  Mr.  A.  still  blindly  blunders  on,  following  the  example  of  the  devil. 
He  comes  to  the  L.D.  Saints  as  Satan  did  to  our  Saviour.  The  devil  defies 
our  Saviour  to  work  a  miracle — to  throw  himself  down  from  the  pinnacle  of 
the  temple — to  make  stones  bread,  8cc. — when  he  would  immediately  believe 
on  him.  So  Mr.  A.  comes  to  the  L.D.  Saints,  and  defies  them  to  work  a 
single  miracle,  and  immediately  he  would  believe  them. 

Mr.  A.,  like  his  venerable  ancestor,  Satan,  beheves  Mormonism  to  be  an 
"unspeakably  pernicious  delusion;"  yet  if  he  and  his  party  could  see  but 
one  miracle  or  sign,  they  would  forthwith  believe,  and  swallow  down  this 
delusion,  hat  and  boots,  as  the  whale  swallowed  Jonah !  You  see,  Mr.  A., 
the  baseless  fabric  of  your  defying  and  sign-seeking  system  ; — that  .you  are 
just  as  ready  and  bkely  to  be  deceived,  and  swallow  falsehoods  and  delusion, 
as  truth,  if  you  could  only,  like  your  Satanic  predecessor,  see  a  sign  or  mira- 
cle. I  would  advise  you,  Mi*.  A.,  before  you  attempt  to  preach  or  write  any 
more,  to  take  a  few  lessons  in  good  logic,  and  in  your  Bible.  Because  a  little 
of  the  former  will  greatly  assist  your  sophisms,  from  contradicting  themselves 
and  common  sense ;  and  the  latter  will  show  you  at  once  that  you  class 
yourself  with  "  a  wicked  and  adulterous  generation"  of  sign-seekers. 

The  Good  Book  will  show  that  "  faith  comes  by  hearing"  the  word  of 


God,  and  not  by  signs  or  miracles.  And  when  you  repent  of  your  sins  ;  and 
are  baptized  for  the  remission  of  them,  and  received  the  laying  on  of  bands 
of  God's  servants,  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Lord  may  forgive  your 
sins  and  wickedness  ;  and  if  you  are  faithful  before  the  Lord,  our  Saviour 
says  that  "  signs  and  gifts  shall  follow  the  believers."  Then  you  will  learn  that 
signs,  gifts,  and  miracles,  are  not  given  to  make  people  believe — to  produce 
faith  ;  but  that  genuine  true  faith  in  God,  always  produces  blessings,  ffifts, 
and  miracles.  You  will  learn  that  signs  and  gifts  follow  the  true  believers, 
instead  of  running  before  unbelievers.  But  we  are  expressly  commanded  not 
to  cast  our  pearls  before  swine.  Our  Saviour  did  not  do  many  mighty  miracles 
in  his  own  country.  Why?  "Because  of  unbelief."  But  if  miracles  were 
intended  to  produce  faith,  then  our  Saviour  should  have  done  more  mighty 
miracles  in  his  own  country  than  anywhere  else.  But  he  did  not.  Where 
are  the  miracles  of  Noah  and  John  the  Baptist  recorded?  Many  believed 
after  hearing  the  word  of  God,  and  seeing  the  miracles  of  our  Saviour;  but 
the  far  more  numerous  masses  who  saw,  did  not  and  would  not  believe. 

Mr.  A.,  see  the  miracles  of  the  false  prophets,  unclean  spirits,  and  spirits 
of  devils  (Matt.  c.  24,  v.  24  ;  Kev.  c.  1 6,  v.  13, 14.)  Now  you,  and  some  of  your 
friends  are  loudly  calling  out  for  miracles,  and  demanding  signs,  and  then 
you  will  believe  ;  hence,  when  the  false  prophets  and  unclean  spirits  of  devils 
come  in  the  last  days,  working  miracles,  signs,  and  lying  wonders,  you,  and 
the  whole  sign-seeking  generation,  will  be  ruled  and  deceived  by  false  mirrcles. 
You  will  forthwith  enlist  under  the  banners  of  Satan,  in  the  ranks  of  apos- 
tates, wicked  and  rebellious  spirits  and  devils,  and  go  up  to  fight  against  the 
saints  of  the  Lord  God  Almighty.  They  will  even  have  power  to  call  down 
fire  from  heaven,  not  to  make  the  people  believe  the  truth,  but  to  deceive  them  ; 
(Rev.  c.  13,  v.  13,  14)  and  "God  will  send  them  strong  delusions,  that  they 
may  all  believe  a  lie,  and  be  damned!"  Why?  Because  you  received  and 
believed  not  the  truth,  but  persisted  in  the  works  of  your  father,  defying  the 
people  of  God,  demanding  and  seeking  signs,  taking  pleasure  in  all  un- 
righteousness (2  Thes.  c.  2,  v.  11,  12.)  Thus  you  march  in  the 
army  of  devils,  to  battle  against  the  saints  of  God  Almighty ;  when 
he  will  come  out  in  his  hot  displeasure,  clad  in  the  warrior's  pomp  of  his 
heavenly  glory,  and  trample  you  down  in  his  fury,  and  tread  the  winepress  of 
the  wicked ;  when  the  blood  nill  flow  to  the  horses'  bridles,  for  the  space  of 
a  thousand  six  hundred  furlongs.  For  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in 
his  heart,  and  the  year  of  his  redeemed  has  come.  The  hour  of  God's 
judgments  has  come,  and  who  shall  be  able  to  stand?  False  prophets,  false 
Christs,  false  miracles,  false  signs,  and  great  lying  wonders ;  together  with 
false  teachers,  hireling  priests,  and  apostates,  will  come.  But  is  this  a  reason 
and  argument  that  no  genuine  and  true  ones  will  come?  Far,  far  from  it; 
but  is  positive,  circumstantial  evidence  that  there  is  and  does  exist  a  true  coin  ;  a 
true  church  pattern,  laving  in  it  apostles,  and  prophets,  and  seventies,  and  gifts, 
and  miracles,  and  governments,  all  truly  genuine;  commissioned  and  ins]  ired  by 
the  true  and  living  God  ;  and  that  the  false  ones  are  only  counterfeits,  in- 
spired by  his  Satanic  majesty,  who  can  transform  himself  into  an  angel  of 


light,  to  lie,  and  imitate  the  genuine.  So  those  who  run  by  sight,  and  not 
by  faith  and  knowledge,  will  not  be  able  to  detect  the  counterfeits  from  the 
true  ones.     "  The  wicked  shall  do  wickedly,  but  the  wise  shall  understand." 

Mr.  A.,  if  you  wish  honest  people  to  believe  you  are  sincere,  in  your  next 
don't  get  so  bigoted  in  your  own  estimation,  when  you  speak  of  the  L.D. 
Saints,  but  what  you  can  speak  the  name  of  Joseph  Smith,  instead  of  "  Joe 
Smith ;"  L.D.  Saints,  instead  of  "  Mormonites."  Perhaps  you  may  make 
the  plea,  that  in  this  sheet  I  have  said  "  Ranters ;"  but  I  presume  you  re- 
member the  wise  man's  rule,  "  to  answer  a  fool  according  to  his  folly."  By 
this  rule,  then,  I  should  say  "  Ranters,"  "  Ranting  Methodism,"  "  Jack 
Wesley,"  &o.  Remember  then,  Mr.  A.,  "with  what  measure  you  mete,  it 
shall  be  measured  to  you  again ;  and  with  what  judgment  you  judge,  you 
shall  be  judged." 

Such,  then,  are  the  fallacious  arguments  of  this  champion  of  Methodism, 
which  he  has  brought  forward  to  overturn  the  truth,  and  strike  the  "  death- 
blow" to  the  L.D.  Saints;  assertions,  not  arguments,  which  prove  him  ig- 
norant of  his  bible  ;  and  if  believed  and  persisted  in,  will  sap  the  foundation  of 
his  own  salvation,  and  all  true  reiigion ;  subvert  and  nullify  holy  writ,  and 
every  principle  and  rule  of  truth  ;  rob  the  world  of  apostles,  and  prophets, 
and  seventies,  and  visions,  and  revelations,  and  angels,  and  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy, the  testimony  of  Jesus,  of  all  gifts  and  miracles — except  false  ones 
— and  thus  sink  the  world  in  infidelity,  blindness,  and  dissolution ;  to  be 
deceived  and  imposed  upon  by  hireling  priests,  false  teachers,  false  prophets ; 
by  lying  signs  and  false  miracles ;  by  lying  spirits  and  angels  of  devils.  "  Thus 
they  are  carried  to  and  fro — tossed  about  by  every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the 
sleight  of  men,  and  cunning  craftiness,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive," 
"whose  judgment  lingereth  not,  and  their  damnation  slumbereth  not." — 
2  Peter,  c.  2.  

After  the  before-mentioned  ex-party  proceedings  took  place,  I  addressed  the 
following  note  :  "  Mr.  A.,  As  you  profess  to  be  the  great  Goliah  of  Ranting 
Methodism  in  this  region  of  country,  I  propose  to  meet  you,  not  as  an  apostate 
blackguard,  but  in  the  spirit  and  candour  of  a  Christian  in  good  standing 
in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  L.D.  Saints.  I  will  meet  you,  bible  in  hand, 
on  your  own  pi'oposal,  as  follows :  First,  Is,  or  is  not,  Mormonism  consistent 
with  the  bible,  in  all  its  parts  and  bearings  ?  Secondly,  On  my  proposal,  Is, 
or  is  not,  Ranting  Methodism  consistent  with  the  bible,  in  all  its  parts  and 
bearings  ?  The  bible,  and  the  bible  alone,  shall  be  the  standard  and  rule  of 
evidence.  In  gentlemanly  order,  as  you  had  your  choice  of  time  and  place 
last  evening,  I  propose  the  first  Sabbath  in  March  (it  comes  on  the  fourth 
day  of  the  month)  to  commence  at  ten  o'clock,  a.m.  Now,  Sir,  if  you  are 
labouring  for  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls,  I  shall  expect  to  meet  you  as 
above,  in  the  barn,  at  Gravely ;  or  in  your  Peoples'  Hall,  at  St.  Neots ;  or  in  our 
Hall,  at  Bedford ;  but  if  you  are  a  deceived  man,  exhausting  your  manhood 
in  misguided  zeal,  false  religion,  and  idolatry,  *  you  will  manifest  it  by  your 
silence  and  non-appearance. 

*  See  the  description  of  the  Methodist's  matterless.  passionless,  formless,  immaterial 
God !  in  the  first  article  of  their  discipline. 


N.B. — You  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  resort  to  the  off-scourings,  refuse, 
and  rabble  of  Popery,  or  Rantingism,  or  any  other  ism,  to  say  you  are^right, 
when  you  are  right  wrong. 

The  day  arrived,  but  the  silence  and  absence  of  the  decamped  gentleman, 
proved  his  nonplus  and  discomfiture. 


NOTICE. 


Joseph  Bays,  of  Chatteris,  comes  before  the  public  as  an  "  elect  vessel," 
and,  in  the  garb  of  a  Christian,  declares  that  "  these  L.D.  Saints  deny  the  power 
and  blessings  of  the  Father,  the  poicer  and  the  blessings  of  the  Son,  and  the 
power  and  blessings  of  the  Holy  Ghost !  !  !  " 

After  such  a  notorious,  abominable,  and  barefaced  falsehood,  at  the  out- 
start  of  his  spurious  and  deceptive  tract,  to  prejudice  and  imbitter  the  public 
mind,  can  this  deceiver  be  believed  though  he  speak  the  truth  ?  Verily  not. 
And  "he  that  speaketh  lies  shall  perish." — Prov.  c.  19,  v.  9.  "And  all  liars 
shall  have  their  part  in  that  lake  which  burnetii  with  fire  and  brimstone  (Rev. 
c.  21,  v.  8J. 


L.D.  SAINTS'  FAITH. 

We  believe  in  God  the  eternal  Father,  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  for  their  own  sins,  and  not  for 
Adam's  transgressions. 

We  believe  that  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  all  mankind  may  be 
saved,  by  obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  gospel. 

We  believe  that  these  ordinances  are : — 1st.  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  2nd.  Repentance.  3rd.  Baptism  by  immersion,  for  the  remission 
of  sins.  4th.  Laying  on  of  hands,  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  5th.  The 
Lord's  Supper. 

We  believe  that  men  must  be  called  of  God  by  inspiration,  and  by  laying 
on  of  hands  by  those  who  are  duly  commissioned  to  preach  the  gospel,  and 
administer  in  the  ordinances  thereof. 

We  believe  in  the  same  organization  that  existed  in  the  primitive  church, 
viz.,  apostles,  prophets,  pastors,  teachers,  evangelists,  &c. 

We  believe  in  the  powers  and  gifts  of  the  everlasting  gospel,  viz.,  the 
gift  of  faith,  discerning  of  spirits,  prophecy,  revelation,  visions,  healing, 
tongues  and  the  interpretation  of  tongues,  wisdom,  charity,  brotherly  love,  &c. 

We  believe  the  word  of  God  recorded  in  the  bible,  we  also  believe  the 
word  of  God  recorded  in  the  book  of  Mormon,  and  in  all  other  good  books. 

We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  he  does  now  reveal,  and 
we  believe  that  he  will  yet  reveal  many  more  great  and  important  things 
pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  Messiah's  second  coming. 

We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel,  and  in  the  restoration  of 
the  ten  tribes,  that  Zion  will  be  established  upon  the  western  continent,  that 
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Christ  will  reign  personally  upon  the  earth  a  thousand  years,  and  that 
the   earth  will  be  renewed  and  receive  its  paradisaical  glory. 

We  believe  in  the  literal  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  that  the  dead  in 
Christ  will  rise  first,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  dead  live  not  again  until  the 
thousand  years  are  expired. 

We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshipping  Almighty  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  our  conscience  unmolested,  and  allow  all  men  the  same  privilege, 
let  them  worship  how,  or  where  they  may. 

We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings,  queens,  presidents,  rulers,  and 
magistrates,  in  obeying,  honouring,  and  sustaining  the  law. 

We  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  temperate,  benevolent,  virtuous, 
and  upright,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  men ;  indeed  we  may  say,  that  we 
follow  the  admonition  of  Paid,  we  "  believe  all  things,"  we  "  hope  all  things,"  we 
have  endured  very  many  things,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  "endure  all  things." 
Every  thing  virtuous,  lovely,  praiseworthy,  and  of  good  report  we  seek  after, 
looking  forward  to  the  "  recompence  of  reward." 


LINES  ON  THE  LIFE  OF  MORMON. 


Adieu  to  honour,  wealth,  and  fame, 
And  every  worldly  pleasure. 

I  bid  farewell  to  my  good  name, 
For  to  obey  my  Saviour. 

I  covet  not  that  high  esteem, 

To  which  I  did  aspire. 
My  Saviour's  love  shall  be  my  theme  ; 

I  ciire  for  nothing  higher. 

Yes,  if  I  could  advance  his  praise, 
By  works  of  my  performing, 

Among  the  Saints  of  Latter  Days, 
I  would  be  called  a  Mormon. 

Although  they  commonly  are  called 

A  poor  deluded  people  ; 
Their  prophets,  priests,  and  teachers  all, 

Offscourings  of  the  rabble. 

And  were  not  all  the  saints  of  old 

Derided  by  opposers 
Of  light  and*  truth,  which  did  unfold 

From  Adam  down  to  Moses? 

Yes,  all  the  holy  prophets  were, 
With  Christ  and  his  apostles, 

Accouuted,  as  these  Mormons  are, 
False  prophets  and  impostors. 

But  truth  is  strong,  and  will  prevail, 
For  it  proceeds  from  heaven  ; 


It  always  did,  and  ever  shall ; 
By  inspiration  given. 

And  when  it  does  their  systems  rub, 
Proud  men  become  uneasy ; 

And  call  the  master  Beelzebub, 
And  all  his  servants  crazy. 

Thus  all,  in  every  age,  who  live 
Godly  in  Christ  their  Saviour, 

Such  base  calnmnia  shall  receive 
From  those  they  cannot  favour. 

Not  think  as  they  would  have  them  think, 

Nor  do  as  they  are  doing; 
Nor  blunder  with  them  on  the  brink 

Of  everlasting  ruin. 

Men  still  love  darkness  more  than  light, 
Because  their  deeds  are  evil ; 

And  will  declare  that  wrong  is  right, 
Though  it  v^ere  from  the  devil. 

At  midnight  the  old  carnal  mind 

Remains  as  dark  as  ever; 
And  all  the  blind  that  lead  the  blind, 

Fall  in  the  ditch  together. 

Oh  how  they  earnestly  coutund, 

And  still  siuk  in  the  mire ; 
Their  broken  systems  cannot  mend, 

Till  purified  by  fire. 


N.B.— Our  books  can  be  had  at  "The  Stab"  Office,  No.  15,  Wilton  street, 
Liverpool ;  and  at  our  meetings. 

Bedford,  March  1st,  1849. 


